
 

  

 
Addressing Goal-1 of GWP : To apply and implement IWRM principles and 

practices to support national development priorities  

Through 

Awareness Building on New State Water Policy of Rajasthan 
 
 
This report has been prepared in line with GWP-South Asia and India Water Partnership 
Strategy 2010 under Goal-1 of GWP  i.e,  “To apply and implement IWRM principles and 
practices to support national development priorities”. 

 
To achieve the above goal, India Water Partnership (IWP) supported Centre for 
Environment and Development Study (CEDS), Jaipur, Rajasthan; a North zone water 
partner of IWP to undertake a small study-cum-project entitled “Awareness Building on 
New State Water Policy of Rajasthan” in 2010. The CEDS critically analyzed and 
reviewed the New State Water Policy (NSWP) of Rajasthan (came into force on 18th

 

 
February, 2010), in the context of state water issues and problems.  

The study findings reveal the following: 
 
(i) Concept and Principles of IWRM is not Clear: Although New Water Policy 

focuses on implementation of IWRM principle in the State, but there is very little 
understanding of IWRM among the stakeholders in the State.  The policy does not 
define the clear cut role of NGOs and PRI members. How it will be implemented at 
the ground level is questionable?    

 
(ii) Conflicting Role and responsibilities of Various Institutions: The New Water 

Policy did not take seriously the existing legal provisions of natural resource 
management by different institutions.  Also the proposed village level institution is 
not backed up by legal provisions. The role and responsibility of existing vis a vis 
the new institution is not clearly defined. So the expected outcome of 
decentralized, participatory policy of water resource management envisaged cannot 
be achieved unless the conflicting issues are resolved. 

 
(iii) Issue of regional diversity: The new water policy lacks in recognizing the 

various agro-climatic, social and cultural diversity in the State that govern the 
water use and management practices. 

 
(iv) Conflict Resolution: The water based conflicts at different level ranging from 

village to national and international levels and among different sectors have 
become very common. In Rajasthan we had two well known water conflicts, 
namely, Gharasana and Sohila, yet the issue did not find place in the policy 
document. 

 

 
 



 

  
 

The study recommends that capacity building of NGOs, PRI members, etc. who are 
working at ground level, is urgently needed at the same time  knowledge enhancement 
of Water User Groups, farmers, village community is necessary for better and effective 
implementation of the policy. To achieve this, CEDS organized two workshops at 
different locations of Rajasthan for the capacity building and knowledge enhancement of 
NGOs, PRI members, WUGs, farmers, etc.  There were a total number of 103 
participants in both the workshops. 

   
We hope that the report will be useful to the stakeholders of Rajasthan for promotion of 
IWRM and effective implementation New State Water Policy of Rajasthan. Click here to 
see full report.  
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